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COWARDLY STUFF
As soon as the Immigration Bill was signed, people at Pietersburg
sent telegrams to say that they were leaving at once to report at the
registration office. And these doughty persons arrived in Pretoria
forthwith. Then they paid court to "His Lordship" Chamney. He
said he was unable to grant them the title-deed of their slavery,
and wanted them to produce an order from a magistrate. They then
approached the Magistrate at Pretoria, who told them that he had no
authority to act in the matter. Now (before Sunday), the right royal
procession has returned to Pietersburg. When they receive an order
from the Magistrate there, they will again troop off to Pretoria. I know
the names of these brave ones. I am not sure whether the foregoing
account is correct or whether slavery has not already been conferred on
them. I am only reporting what I have been told.
APPEAL TO THE BRAVE
I hear that even the few brave Memons at Pietersburg who have,
along with the Suratis and Hindus of that town, shown great deter-
mination so far, are beginning to lose heart; they have caught the infection
from the "black-faced" ones and are trembling with fear. If this is
so, they have my fullest sympathy. Where cowards are in a majority,
even the assurance of the courageous is likely to be shaken. However,
I appeal to them all, and especially to the Memons, not to allow the
ship to go down just when we are about to sight land. If all the Memons
become deserters, that will be a blot on Porbandar, Bhanvad and
Ranavav. We may be able to ignore the cowards, or succeed, later, in
infusing courage into them. But the entire community would go down
in dishonour if there was not even one Memon who remained truthful.
If even one of them survives, he will save the others, Let me therefore
earnestly appeal to Mr. Abdool Latief and others who have really
held out. To Suratis and Hindus I say only: 'Please, in the name of
God, do not let yourselves drown. If only you will show a little courage,
the fight is easy enough. You should not lose heart because so many
persons from Pietersburg have deserted. Indians all over the Transvaal
are courageously holding out. And those in Pietersburg who remain
unyielding till the last will deserve to be complimented for genuine
courage. For there is more at stake there.*
TRAITORS IN DELAGOA BAY
A letter has been addressed to the Registrar concerning two
treacherous and self-seeking Indians at Delagoa Bay. The Registrar
has asked for their names; these, however, cannot be supplied. For
I have been informed that one of them has been arrested and the other
has disappeared. There was a white person with them who posed as